Neuroprotective effect of hypoxic preconditioning: phenomenon and mechanisms.
We developed a new model of hypoxic preconditioning improving tolerance of complete global cerebral ischemia. The role of adenosine receptors in the realization of this effect and in the mechanisms of hypoxic tolerance is demonstrated. Preconditioning decreases of body temperature, which correlates with the neuroprotective effect, but this effect does not directly result from hypothermia.